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American Statistics on Abortion



This report includes the most recent trends concerning abortion in the United
States. From 1973 to 2020, more than 65 million lives have been lost to abortion.!
While the cumulative abortion numbers will continue to increase, the data reveals
that the abortion rate has continued to decline while the percentage of women
obtaining medically induced abortions has increased and many of these are self-
managed. Almost all abortions occur during the first trimester -- 94 percent at or
before 13 weeks.?

With the overturn of Roe v. Wade, it was expected that abortion rates would
decrease. In 2023 it was reported that 1,037,000 abortions were conducted in
states without bans, an 11 percent increase since 2020.% Revenue for the abortion
industry continues to grow. In 2024, the abortion industry is reported to have $4.3
billion in revenue, up almost $1 billion from 2017. Nearly 23.4 million dollars will
be profited by Planned Parenthood for abortions in 2024.4

Since the overturn of Roe v. Wade, the laws on abortion have now also been
given to the states to regulate. This has been a drastic and unprecedented change
for everyone since the first court ruling over 50 years ago. The landscape of the
country now displays 14 states with total abortion bans and some states that
support the travel of women to various states to receive abortions or obtain the
medication to self-manage at home.®

Autonomy has become one of the leading topics in the debates against the
overturn of Roe v. Wade. Physicians in support of the overturn have much to say
about this issue as stated here:
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In the pages following, we will take a closer look at the state of abortion in the
United States: who is having abortions, why, what the next generation is thinking
about abortion, and much more. The studies cited are the most up-to-date data at
the time of publication.

The abortion rate has continued to change alongside the landscape. The
most dramatic change was the abortion rate dropped 19 percent between 2010
and 2019, but the overall pregnancy rate has dropped as well, with a 9 percent
decline.’

* Approximately 625,978 legally induced abortions were performed in 2021.2
e Unfortunately, being able to obtain accurate data has become increasingly
difficult with the increase in access to mail-order abortion medications.
There has been a 137 percent increase in the use of early medication

abortions from 2012-2021.

* Since the overturn of Roe v. Wade there has been a 5 percent increase in
abortions from the data in 2020-2021.7

* Unintended pregnancy rates for ages 15-19 declined by more than
half (52%). There was also a decrease in pregnancies across racial
demographics.’™

* The abortion rate in 2023 was 15.9 abortions per 1,000 women aged 15-
44" In 2021 abortion rates, the majority of women who have an abortion
have one in their early 20s (57%), 8 percent of those are between the ages
of 13-19, with one in three (31%) by age 30 and about 4 percent can be
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accounted for in women ages 40-44."2

* One in four women are projected to have an abortion by the age of 45,
given the data seen in the 2020 abortion rates." Of the 57 percent of
women who had had an abortion in 2021, 24 percent of them were having
their second abortion, 11 percent their third abortion, and 8 percent had a
fourth or more."

Most abortion patients are in their 20s and have already had at least one
previous child. African American women were more likely to experience abortion
than white women. Additionally, over 40 percent of women experiencing abortion
are below the poverty line.

e |n 2021, 40 out of 100 women who had an abortion were unmarried, with 4

out of 100 women who had an abortion who were married.™

* 55% of women who had abortions in 2022 had already had at least one

previous birth.

* In 2022, the majority of abortion patients (more than half) were in their 20s,

with the largest number (33%) being 20-24.

* Women in households with incomes under the federal poverty line

experience more than 41% of all legal abortions in the United States."

® In raw numbers, African Americans were more likely to receive an abortion

in 2021. Overall, 30% were white, 42% black, 22% Hispanic, and 7% of
other backgrounds."’
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Abortions are being performed early in pregnancy (93%). Women are also
increasingly opting for medically induced abortions rather than surgical abortions
and these numbers continue to rise in 2024.
e Medical abortions have increased to 56% of all abortions in 2021, at
least for those that have been reported.’ Data shows that the average
gestational age at which abortion occurs has shifted to earlier within the
first trimester; likely due, in part, to the increased availability of medication
abortions. In 2021 it was seen that 40 percent of abortions occurred by
six weeks of gestation, another 39 percent occurred between seven and
nine weeks, and 14 percent at 10-13 weeks. Sadly, 7 percent of abortions
occurred after the first trimester."?

* An estimated 1,037,000 abortions were provided by clinicians in
states without total bans in 2023, an increase of 11% from 2020,
when the total was 930,160. These counts do not include self-
managed abortions, such as those obtained using abortion pills
mailed from pharmacies outside the United States.

e This increase in national totals appears to be driven by the increase
in telehealth abortions or self-administered abortions. The national
monthly average number of telehealth abortions in January-March
2024 is 28% higher than the national monthly average number of
telehealth abortions in January-March 2023. These numbers exclude
shield laws (Abortion shield laws are state laws that protect abortion
access by protecting abortion providers and patients from legal
consequences in states where abortion is restricted or banned.).?

The number of abortion facilities has declined, as well as the overall number of
abortion providers. The increase of telehealth/self-administered abortions and
shield laws has changed what the availability of abortion by pill looks like across
the country.
* Asof 2017, 64% of abortion-providing facilities supply abortions up to 11
weeks gestation.
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e Of facilities that supplied later second-trimester abortions, 22% offered
abortions up to 20 weeks and 13% offered abortions beyond 22 weeks.?

* The number of U.S. abortion-providing facilities declined 5% between 2020
and 2023 (from 807 to 765).

* In the 36 states and the District of Columbia that allow abortions
(as of March 2024), 21 more brick-and-mortar clinics were operating
than there were in 2020, a 3% increase

* Online-only, or virtual, clinics also provide abortion care. The number
of virtual clinics in the United States changes frequently, and precise
counts are not available.?

e In 2023, nearly 166,00 women seeking an abortion traveled out of state to
have their abortions. This is an overall increase of 17% for women seeking
this form of abortion.?

* In 2023, 22 states and DC enacted 129 different measures protecting
abortion access, this was the highest number of protections ever enacted in
one year to give women access to abortions.?*

Despite falling abortion numbers, revenue for the abortion industry has

continued to rise.

* In 2024, the abortion and family planning industry reported that revenue
will amount to 4.3 billion dollars (up almost 1 billion from 2017). It is
important to note that these numbers include nonabortion products and
services. Planned Parenthood has the greatest market share in this industry
with 23.4 million dollars in profit.?

* In 2021, the cost of an abortion ranged from $565 to $775 out-of-pocket,
depending on the trimester receiving the abortion.

e Since the overturn of Roe v. Wade, a great number of abortion
funds, and independent organizations, have grown or have
been created. These funds pay for the costs of abortion services.
The funds assist with the costs of medical care, travel, and
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accommodations if needed. This includes travel out of state.

* Medicare and private insurance provide coverage for some
abortions. Insurance is also regulated by the laws currently in effect
in the state providing the service.®

* The cost of ordering a mail-ordered abortion pill ranges from $28 to
$150, depending on whether or not the individual received a clinical
consultation with their service.?

Forty-one percent of pregnancies in 2019 were reported as “unplanned” as

the birth rate has continued to slowly decline.

* The total pregnancy rate reached its lowest level in 2020 with 83
pregnancies per 1,000 women aged 15-44. The highest rate of pregnancy
can be found in the southern parts of the US.#®

* In 2019, there was an average of 15% decrease in unintended pregnancies
across all demographics. This was seen in a decrease in pregnancies for
both women who are married and unmarried.?’

The average woman choosing abortion makes the decision within a day of
confirming her pregnancy and obtains an abortion within the next week. The most
frequently cited reason for abortion was financial.

* According to a study by abortion researchers, 4 days passed on average
between the time a woman was first suspected of pregnancy to confirm the
pregnancy. The median time from confirming the pregnancy to deciding to
have an abortion was 0 days, and the median time from deciding to have
an abortion to first attempting to obtain abortion services was 2 days.* This
means that on average, women have already made up their minds to have
an abortion prior to confirming their pregnancy.

* Minors took a week longer to suspect pregnancy than adults did.
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* 58% of women reported that they would have liked to have had the
abortion earlier. The most common reasons for delay were that it took a
long time to make arrangements (59%), to decide (39%), and to find out
about the pregnancy (36%). Poor women were about twice as likely to be
delayed by difficulties in making arrangements.®'

* Women'’s reasons for seeking abortion included Rape and incest (0.4%),
risk to the woman'’s life or a major bodily function (0.3%), other physical
health concerns (2.2%), abnormality in the unborn baby (1.2%), elective
and unspecified reasons (95.9%). This means that common exceptions to
abortion limits are estimated to account for less than 5% of all abortions.*?

e 38% of women indicate that the father of the baby was the most influential
person in their abortion decision.*

* 57% of women who obtained an abortion experienced a potentially
traumatic life event in the 12 months leading up to their abortion. The most
common factors included unemployment, a breakup, or falling behind on
rent or mortgage.*

The number of millennials that find themselves with less restrictive views on
abortion has been rising for cases of first-trimester abortions, (69%).%
* In 2017, 49% of Millennials said they would support a ban on abortions
after 20 weeks of pregnancy if it were enacted in their state.?
e However, now in 2024, 61% of young adults said they believed
abortion should be legal in all or most cases, while only 39% said it
should be illegal or restricted in all or most cases.*’
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High school students are having less sexual intercourse. But that doesn’t mean
they're having less sex.
® 23% of Gen Z believe that abortion is wrong and 76% believe that abortion
should be legal in all or most cases.®®
e In 2021, 30% of teens nationwide had never engaged in sexual intercourse.
This is almost more than a 20% decrease over the last several decades.*
® Reports in 2021 state that there is a decrease of Gen Z students having
unprotected sex (7.9% vs. 12.7% previously).*
* 21% of Gen Z believe that sex before marriage is morally wrong; an
increase from 19% of Millennials.*’

Adoption rates have decreased according to the most recent data collection. (This
most likely is impacted by Covid). Adoption is also not seen by individuals as a
suitable avenue to pursue over abortion.

* There was a 13% decrease in adoptions nationally in 2020.%

* In one study it was found that participants said that choosing adoption
would mean abandoning their parental duty. In one interviewee’s words, “I
don’t think | could carry a child to term, deliver it and then kind of just hand
it to someone else. | think at that time, if | am making that decision to keep
the baby [instead of having an abortion], | think it's then up to me to be the
parent.”*3
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Americans increasingly believe abortion should be legal in at least some
circumstances, but nearly half still personally view it as morally wrong. Fewer
Americans are viewing abortion as a moral issue and the percent who consider it
morally wrong has also declined.

* In 2024, 50% of people said having an abortion depended on the
situation and whether it would be a moral decision, 35% of Americans
also expressed the opinion that abortion should be legal in all or most
circumstances in 2024. 12% said it should be illegal in all circumstances
(which has been a growing decline).*

* Gestational age plays a large role in Americans’ view of abortion legality.
In 2024, 69% of Americans felt abortion should be “generally” legal in the
first trimester, but that percentage dropped to 37% for the second trimester
and 2% for the third trimester.*®

® 42% of women and 58% of men.
e 44% of individuals ages 18-29; 55% of individuals ages 30-49; 50%
of individuals ages 50 and older. %

® 56% of Protestants and 54% of Catholics say abortion is morally wrong,
somewhat above the overall sample average of 48%.%

More than 4 in 10 women who have had an abortion were churchgoers when

they ended a pregnancy.”That's a huge opportunity for the church to have an
impact on those decisions,” said Scott McConnell, Executive Director of Lifeway
Research. But only 7 percent of women discussed their abortion decision with
anyone at church. Three-fourths (76 percent) say the church had no influence on
their decision to terminate a pregnancy.*

e 70% of women who have had an abortion indicate their religious
preference is Christian, 27% were Catholics, 26% were protestant, and 15%
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were non-denominational.*’

e 35% of Christian women who have had an abortion indicate they currently
attend church once a week or more.*

* 36% of women were attending a Christian church once a month or more at
the time of their

e first abortion.®'

* As women considered their abortion decision, the most typical
reactions/expectations from a local church were “judgmental” (33%) or
“condemning” (26%).>

* 51% of women agree that churches do not have a ministry prepared to
discuss options during an unplanned pregnancy.®

e In 2024, 91% of self-identified evangelicals who attend church once or
twice per month strongly agree the statement “Abortion is a Sin,”.>*

* American religious groups vary widely in their views of abortion. 53% of
those who are part of the mainline Protestant tradition say abortion should
be illegal in all or most cases, with 45% in support of keeping abortion
legal.>®

* About three-quarters of White evangelical Protestants (73%) think abortion
should be illegal in all or most cases. By contrast, 86% of religiously
unaffiliated Americans say abortion should be legal in all or most cases, as
do 71% of Black Protestants, 64% of White nonevangelical Protestants and
59% of Catholics.
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